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Religionisauniversa phenomenon anditisavital forcein the human societies.
Theapproaches of different religionsto answer the ultimate questionsare a so different.
The definitionsthat have been given and the theories that have been formulated reflect
these differences while some thinkers have defined religion covering some aspects;
othershavelaid emphasis onindividual aspect by passing the social aspect of religion.
No definition of religioniscomprehensive and exhaustive. Perhapstherewill never be
acomprehensive definition covering all aspects.

The significance of religion liesin man’s experience of the presence of God
and his communion with Him and His love. Man has to share the socia life as a
religiousideal. He hasto experience peace, joy and blissin hiscommunion with society.
Man hasto observe saintlinessmoral goodness, truthin all aspectsof hislife. Man has
to be prepared to suffer for agood cause. He hasto aspire for the eventual attainment
of spiritual perfection and happiness.

Religion is manifested as an element of human experience. The institutions
traditions, convictions and sacred writings are observable and open for examination.
Most of the religions claim to be more than the collection of empirical data. Interior
dispositionsvalues, fundamental orientations of lifeinclude thereligious phenomena.
Religion claimsto betrue. Religionimpliesan interpretation of the meaning of reality
interms of itsvalue. It isreckoning with the possibility that something at the core of
reality does respond and satisfy human demandsfor life and fulfillment of destiny.

Meaning of Religion

Religionispersonal and individualistic. Some peoplefocuson theintellectual
and emotional aspectsof ethicsand belief. Religionisconceived asauniversal function
of human societies. For many peoplereligionisaffair of the heart, so ofteninexplicable
even to them, so colored by their own special feeling for the particular beliefs and
ceremonies that they consider as sacred through long association. It is difficult of
them to assume an objective and scientific stance.

Religion and Reason

Immanuel Kant says that when a person comes to know of something as his
duty before accepting it asadivineinjection isthe natural religion. On the other hand
he who interprets the natural religion alone as morally necessary as his duty can be
called therationalist. If hedeniesthereality of all supernatural divinerevelation, heis
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caled anaturalist. If aperson recognizesrevelation but assetsthat to know and accept
it asreal isnot anecessary requisiteto religion he could be named as pure rationalist.
When the person holdsthat belief isnecessary to universal religion, he could be named
as the pure super-naturalist in matters of faith.

A rationalist restricts himself with in the limits of human insight. He will not
dogmatize. He does not contest either the inner possibility of revelation in general is
the necessity of revelation asadivinemeansfor theintroduction of atruereligion. For
the matters of this nature no person could determine through reason.

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan says:

The choice before humanity is either cooperation in a spirit of freedom and
understanding or conflict in an atmosphere of fear, suspicion and jealously. Thefuture
of religion and mankind will depend on the choice we make. Concord, not discord will
contributeto the establishment of spiritual valuesinthelife of mankind. Concord alone
ismeritorious said Asoka.

Thegoal of world unity isto be achieved by ahimsa, (Non-violence) whichis
insisted on by Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. Ahimsahasvaried applications, ethical
economic and social used by Buddhists and Jainas. People of the world have to be
viewed as onefamily without distinction of caste class or race differentiation by blood
descent to achieve the human equality, which is the primary fact. The weapons of
war should be turned to the service of peace. The nations form one family and they
areinter-responsible and interdependent.

Man hasto understand himself to lead adisciplined life extending lovefor all.
Theequality and brother hood isapossibility. If mankind isrelieved from the evilsthat
have beset the world and the wastage of warfare is avoided and sources of wealth
areproperly utilized for their well being they livein peace and happinessin themodern
world. The search for truth striving for justice and righteousness is essential part of
religioninthemodern life.

Whilethefirst three sections comprising five chapters are directly concerned
with the central theme of the book, the issues discussed in sections four and five
comprising Six chapters at the most can be said to be only peripheral to the mainthesis
of the author. These chapters in the main deal with the philosophical issues of
intercultural, post-modernism, realism, epistemol ogy, and time.

Being ell-versed with the original sourcesof Modern World and beingitshard
core advocate, the author has given an authentic Modern response to these issues, yet
they remain alien to the discussion on Dr. S. Radhakrishnan ethics. The author has at
no place explained hisrationale for including these sections and chaptersin the book.
These chapters could have formed another val uable book on Religion and the Modern
world, providing the singular advantage of not deterring those readers who shun a
book because of its thickness.
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Because of its profundity, which is the outcome of the author’s reliance on
the original sources, and comprehensive bibliography, | strongly recommend the book
to the scholars as well aslay readers interested in Religion and the Modern World A
Study of the Philosophy of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.

Prof. P. George Victor
Vice-Chancellor

Adhikavi NannayaUniversity
Rajahmandry

Andhra Pradesh
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530



