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Land Records are vital documents for both people and the government, used
to prove ownership and necessary for various administrative functions. Technology,
through computerized land ownership records, is providing millions of people with
security and peace of mind. Most of the intuitions and procedure for administering
land in India, which had been established by the British with the prime goal of increasing
revenue, were accepted without major change at Independence. As consequences,
the institutions and processes are not matched with the requirements of a modern
system of and administration which should provide accurate and up to dateinformation
on land ownership and valuation so asto facilitate low — cost land transitions and use
of landascollateral. Thus, computerization of land recordsfacilitates easy maintenance
of land administration and land ownership

Computerization of Land Records:

Compurterization of revenue records, land records and land registration is a
prerequisitefor reaping the advantages of modern technology. Thereweretwo centrally
sponsored schemes, Viz computerization of land Records (CLR) and strengthening of
revenue administration and updating the land records were under the control of
department of land resources, Ministry of Rural Development, GOl up to 2007-08
The two schemes have supported the efforts of the states for updating and
computerization of land records. On implementation of the scheme, majority of the
States/UTs have completed data entry of Record of Rights (RoRs). Some states
have stopped manual issue of RoRsand have accorded lega sancity to the computerized
copies of RoRs. Further, some states/UTs have placed the RoRs data on websites.
In addition, awareness has been generated among the masses about the benefits of
computerization land records. However, much is needed to be done to achieve the
final goal of ushering in the system of decisive titles with title guarantee, which is
essential for security of property rights, reducing land disputes, efficient functioning of
the economic operations based on land, and overall efficiency of the economy.

Accordingly, during 2008-09, the two schemes were amalgamated into one
modified schemein the shape of the National L and Records M odernization Programme
(NLRMP) merging the key components of the two schemes, rationalizing them into
oneintegrated scheme. The main purpose of the programmeisto modernize theland
records systeminthe country and to buildup an integrated land information management
system with up to date and real time land records, for this purpose, the two main
system of land records management and registration are to be integrated with the help
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of modern technology. Hence, the fallowing activities are being supported under the
programme.

e Completion of computerization of the Records of Rights ( RoRs)
Digitization of mapsand integration of textual and spatial data

Survey / resurvey with modern technology including arial photogrammetry
Computerization of Registration.

Automatic generation of mutation notices.

Vertical linking of revenue offices and connectivity analyst the land records
and registration offices.

Modern records room/land records management centers at tehil/taluk/circle
block level.
e Traning and capacity building of the concerned offices and functionaries.
During 2008-09, funds to the tune of Rs.188.76 crore was released to 20
states/UTs and 69 districts were covered under the progamme. During 2009-10 an
amount of Rs.195. Crore was rel eased to 18 States/UTsfor covering to more districts
under the programme. So far Rs. 473.28 crores were been released to the states/
UTsfor coverage of 161 districts. The state wise and year wise release of funds and
districts covered isgivenintablel. It is heartening to note that Madhya Pradesh state
has obtained substantial amount extending over twenty districts. West Bengal,
Maharastra, Gujarat, Rajastan, and Andhra Pradesh states have al so got considerable
amount. It is disheartening to note from the data NLRMP released fewer amount to
states such as Sikkim, J& K, A& N Islands, and D& N Haveli. Itisalso clear from the
data some states namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Jarkhand, Karnataka, Mizoam,
Tamil Nadu, Uttarkhand, Chandigath, and i could not receive the amount.
Themajor portion of thefundsh sanctioned under the programmefor

survey/resurvey. However, utilization of fundsunder thisitem hasnot been encouraging.
Accordingly, the matter was examined in consultation with the states and with aview
to improvethe utilization of funds, the state governments were called for submission
of proposalsfor utilization of fundsreleased for survey/ resurvey for other activities of
the programme in new districts of the state after retraining 10% of fundsreleased for
survey/ resurvey for taking up preliminary activities. Inaddition, for expediting survey/
resurvey Operations, consultation with the national remote sensing center, states and
other agencies on use of satellite imagery for survey/resurvey were organized.
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Yoear-Wise Helease of Fumds& Deeiriots Covered Under dhe Nationsd Land Becords
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Sour ce: Ministry of Rural Development Annual Report (Thefiguresin brackets
indicates Districts covered in  respective states)
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TABLE-2
HMLEME im the North Eastern States Daring JUESE-1R o200 0-11

51 No Mo, of Districts | Funds  released

covered towards central

share

1. Agsam 27 213575
2 hlanipur i 168.53
IMeghalaya =] G23.75
4 Magaland 4 240 5305
3, 5ikkim 3 036
fr, Tripura 4 426,70
Total 47 Al

Sour ce: Ministry of Rural Development Annual Report

It is clear form the table 2 that there are 47 districts of North Eastern (NE)
states have been covered under the NLRMP during 2008-09 to 2010-11. Some of the
North Eastern states have requested for central assistance at improved rate under
NLRMP. Accordingly funds pattern under the NLRMP for the NE states, to alow
for centre: state cost sharing on a90:10 basisfor survey/resurvey and modern record
roomg/land records management centers at Tehsil level and for computerization of
Registration.

Benefits of Computerization Land Records:

e Digitizationwill beuseful only if compu!d recordsareroutinely used, i.emanual
records can be terminated so as to avoid duplication.

e Thissystem simplifies the process and significantly reduces petty corruption that
wastraditionally involved in getting accessto land records, the amountsinvolvedin
individual cases may becomeless.

e Computerization helps to improve credit access to farmers, land records allows
inter-connectivity among the revenue offices.

e Thecomputerized land ownership records, provides an e-governance environment
inrural areas.

e Thisprogrammewill strengthen revenue administration and updatestheland records.

e |t would be useful to generate and integrate various levels of datafor purposes of
planning, monitoring, eval uation of development programme.

Compurterization of land records should be compl eted in aspecified timeframe.
Theland datashould include comprehensive information about the parcel of land such
asland type, land use productivity, type of tenancy etc. Theother informationincluding
incidenceof cultivation, irrigation facilities, cost of irrigation, cropping intendity, availability
of drinking water, typeof soil etc. Similarly land topographical indicators, infrastructure
facilities, and mining rights should al so be spelt out.
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