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Tutraduciion

Maure was 2 vilal source of inspiration for the Vedic seers. The religions and the
philosopdae concepiions, which they have developsed, were e ouieons of the chsarvation of the
varons physical phencemensa of salure. The beuly and subinaly of these phesmmsnag inspired
the feclimgs which found expression in the forma of beoutifal lyncs, addressed e poads amd
poddesses. In reality, they were deeply ensdional descripgions of the variogs phemomsena of

narure.

Mature is the power underlving all the phenomena of the phiysical warld 2= well as inner
warrhid- ihe power by which all obgecis of dhe world are regalsted, Por the erms ‘natare”, i is waord
priakrin’ Bas heen ased by e paosl Vialse philoscpbecs and the liveraleors m a comventioml sinse.
Hut the Vedic seers used the term “Sra’ 1o coavey the sense of nalure. This Vedic term fe' =
Apperograane Bor the waatity of the physical phenomena a5 well ag of the spiritial phenomena, This
ira i cilled a8 prakin ar nalure.

Meaning af Ria
The term e has vanously been interpreied by the ancient as well as modern schodars.

I. The Mighapiu rexds ihe words Srees ! and “Reaspe w85 synonyms of waier and fhe
fowmner a8 also the svsonym of sofve e truth.

X Yiska im his Mirukea takes o 1o mean water and sccordimely derives it from the mool v
MRS ‘iee go . Waber is called fir s il gods woall lands '
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I AN the Indian oommestators ool a8 Skandasvinan, Udghha, Venkaty Mbdhava,
%sdhava Bhaite, S6yana etc. hawve faken fea as o nean sacnfioe or water oo truth.”
Skamdasvamin saye that though the term S =0l mead 45 a synonym of sacrifice in the
Mighapi yet in the vidic pasages i1 hads been fregquently ased in e sens: of sanilice
{mpRa),”

4. Among ithe modam schodars Both defines Sa a8 ‘oder'- onder in masare, order in ribasl,

arder im human life; in short, order everywhere.

According 10 Lilders, B as truib sppears 25 wondedul power subsbging the spinis as

wiell as mmterial workl,

G Mlax Mfiller says thal B is a straghl, direct o oght line and in 2 mene general sense the
law of nature.”

T OWenberg, GritTith ete. invarishly take Sva a8 10 mean “Crenadic Lo’ or Law Elersal.

Conceplion af Ma

The Bevedic spers were conscious of the fact that R ax nature is the primary couse of
the umiverse. It produce and repulabes the sk, i fire, b eamh o, I was boin firsg in the
heginnimg oF e universe, In the Revela il is statal thal from sapes wene born S and Smtwr and
Rred ndd ihen the wabery fuid.®

From the satement thal o was born Ored, in is alse mpliod that i1 65 e most subile
wherefrom the gross or malerial workd ook ifs exisience. Subile regulates the natenal becouse i
is omnmipresent and onmiscient. e o fs pervasiveness, all fie different phenomena invarally
dbrerye 1l ander. There is modhang im the universa: whach doesn™ oy ils onder,

This concepiion of #re is borme out by the uslerances of the Bevedic seers themselves,

They frequently call thal gods ane the Followers of B, They are described a8 bom of Sre. Agnd

'.Hlm inwisbadeg | pravyaue Bhresd | ki, 1125

" Berabshe pd oy foadaaron pslakoaan w8 1. s B b serpotae | LY L2LE Scandesvinin
oo 2ATVAET | e visaberps Aramereh | B, LS, bt

didstenr sarpens pedeen o Y. Lk, SSvana

* Buriwhds bvapahine g Hupaghom pagiladng deoes | BV, LLE, Skandasvmin
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1§ born o fia RV, LIE9GE Sunis bom of Sa (RY. IV A0L5) Brhaspat a2 born ol 8w (BY.
[L2%15); Marus are bom of Sa (BY. [1L54.13); Usas are born of fre (B.Y. LLIRIZ)

All the passages whenein gods ane sadd toe bave been born fremn fie, bear oul the fao thar

porls e barn of nature which 58 characierized as having a procreative poser in mselr,

Fun ms naeure includes sl the things of the universe - the sun, moon, hesven, esth, wr,
o, the course of the sun. year, moath, daye and naghis asd o on The sun rising upaards his
heen described as the pure and levely face of B (BV, VISR In ancther verse, the sun is
desonibeal s shining in the seat of Sa (BY. V5%, The deon like other luminaries stans her
jeirney Irinm a fined poant an Uis S (R IV.S1E L She perlecily Gllioys the path of S (B,
VD) The vast carlh and heaven bebong o S (B, V.23 1400, The names of the san and
Agni dwell im Feo BV, VA4.2) Varous phenomens of nanie ane seen in thedr changing fomm
in different seasons. which are nminly comnected with S, Owing o (s conniction of seasons
with &, the formeer is onlled Svus, The vear is the wheel of fa with eelve spokes (R)Y,
L6410 In sk, all thisgs ane vhe fomns of S,

Thie comcepl of Sie a5 malure has been expressed by the seir Vimadesa in three versis
E-100 of B IV.25 According 1o Servajhatmanani, Faa s the deity of these verses” In these
verses, Siyana takes Fa &5 1o mean Indra or Aditya o ruth of sacrifice.” The versts are
fallowing
P W adionk sangd piiedmaeave Al pplaind hape |
Rearpr sloda fralhind sanenda Garpd budvdual faorsedng dyed [l

Deperava Jrlfd v somdd e cosdnd wapidigd
Frena afrghossd samme prkrka preme gava praead wivedah (1

feark pemding plamidalianeivamns sesmarienred o gavyd |
Rt protl dvelele pablire prdve dlend parasme dulde 117

In thie First sanea it i8 sasd thal many are the comiors of nabee or fida. 1008 s whach

pives comfors b alll B gives wmler, heat, air and everylbang thal 2 man regaires for his

* famopdniristira Riadenyo v | Soreajfaimamanl, 32

¥ air Risdabdenandro vy v satyarn vl vgfio vooyato | =¥, IV 25H, Svana
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exnslence. I a man enjoys (Be thmgs whach have been grantid © him By nalure, b is callsd
‘rgiieeas T bul when he discheys mabare, he 15 “senplreous’ and for this anmghlecusness he i=
punished, A mean whalscever inslentive e may be, when bears the champing of birds in the
mornimg, doesn’l pengnin wnmoved. He ol once gives has ear o the sounds oomimg theeagh the
st thiroat of the birds, In the figurstive lengunge of ihe Rgvadic post o is called the woridul

and pure sound of naniee thal cpens the dead ears of pan

In e second stanzen, it is sad thal ke work of mature is fim-dooied. Evendady knowes
thoi each action or ench phenemenon of nasure 15 repalarly governed by cenzin principles and
the pranciples whach onoe governed will ever be governing. All beatiful things thal allrsd the
senses and fulfil the requirements. are forms of nature. [ i nature which provides abundan) food
o ey CTeaning. animale of inanimate. e rave of the san ae eadd 1o have eneced anlo nalure

T mature, that a8 Lo say, ey are preddducesd Teom natore and mmove in nabum:.

In the third stemea, it s said chel one whe controls nmure, wins naure This is the
principle of meskan scence thal mbane can vield much, st it is comirellad. For example, ligh
which is a funcisn of mature, when controfled, work= on the acoord of nan; bt when
uncontrifled it follows the order of nature. The power of matane is very swifl, It gives all things
thal ame desired. g sad thal the vast and desp sanh and heaven Belong o mabure. Here earth
and keaven are sprlabsam. They indicate all things in the universe between canh and heaven.
Whatever we reative from any obgect beiween earih and hesven, w recelve from nature, Here

heesvven and esrtth dre called twer walch-Kine.

The word &va, onginally being expressive of & swhile sense of the tem, was =0
arnbigiaons that 81 developed warios senses. In the first stape, fa was usnd & a e conveving
the sense of nature. N is denved from < e go'. Every pheronenon of nature i= characlerized
25 moving comstnnily, For exomple, the sun, moona, stars, veor, seasons, doy and night ond sooon,
are movimg constanlly. They have boen moving from lime @emal and will B moving ap &
eternity. This constanl mevensent without rest was the main reason why the Bevedic sears called

il Faa
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In thee Beveda, (hwimg waters and rivers are callid ﬁ‘amﬂ."" Lisas 18 callid H.'ﬂl-'u:.'n."
Rrdvar? doesn't mean ‘full of walers” or “hely one” ar ‘tuthful®. & only means one who moves
comslanily, This comsiant movement inihe realng of pane vielded & new sense 1oihe word fe
The nscvemien] which nabere andengoes, i nol vegolar. This, in the Seoond @agpe fir conveid
the serse of regalsnity or order. Under this sease, ®e is sad 1o have rulad ol the upiverse. All
poals ave said 10 have followed this esemal liw of nature. The apiibeis Srepd and #eife mean the
proiector af efemal law and the knower of elernal law respedively.

The regalandy, found in ihe rezlm of neture, happened 1o be fond in the warship of gots
al the serilioes, s wene requested toe albend the sacrifices regularlys obasons were oflerad 190
them an fire regalarly and sacrificial fees were given to the priests regulary. Besides, nany other
regulations wene observad i ihe sacrifices, That is why sacnifice is called & being conducied by
T e eternal lvw, Amd ned only this, but the name e was given woothe soonlioe siselr,

Anaiher reasos of S 48 being callad sacrifice was this that & symbolical sacrifice was
alse being perfornsed in (b natuee W82l and of that symbolic ssonfice in nalure. the §primg
seazon wns clanfies hutter (plome ) the summer was fuel {diisa) ond the nutamn seasan was the
ablalicm I'I'r|:|'l1::l,|.m The pranecdial sell (praga | was e sacrificial animal (o be zacrificed in thi

. -
sacrfice.”

In the saoridsees sonwe rubes of morality ie. Ve or wow wene diiclly and necessrily
ahserved by the prissis &5 well &5 the seerifice, Thus, the word foe then conveved 1be sense of
moality and righieousmess and s appesie sense was baing conveyad by the wend Anrsa. The
wand anyta 15 used in classical Sanskril in the sense of be ar false or umtrulth. Hence &va as being
appesite of aupre bepon oo be used in the sense af ik faeve )l Bl fusdememnlly, there is
difference between e a8 truth and smive a2 trathe

¥ Famadhoam mee vocesr sowedys Bidvarinipo suidsmarst | LY (11335
51 o vihed an deisab searpraeyd Brdvard | anemadere sdemb 1RY, W10
" Brdvard dive anks mboded reoad rodal sl | RV LS
Armapmred shlgdakgodmdarf L LY VDTS LS
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In thee Bgveda, Yaruga a8 dosely relaed b fea. I e later and post-vedie liversiure,
Waruna has been regarded as the presiding deity of the walers. This led the commenisiors and the
aurhors of the Mighani and e Minikia w tank than B s water, In thiz way, the concepd of Hie
has e explained locdly in the ¥edas,

B the cancepd of Tae s poing 1o bhe discussed

Vaotam and Meaning of Tao

Differem Chinese philosophers, since 6" cemury B.C, preseniad some nagor idiess amd &
way ol life thal are now-a-davs knewn under the nanse of Tasdsm. Taoisem i the way of

comespendence betwesn man and the tendency or the course of noiurm) workd, ™

Thie comenpt of Tire has long sinee Gscinated ihe Chinese mind. Etymolegically speaking,
T is composed of twe dlements — the cae signifyaing a head and the other signifying the act of
nanning or walking sleng. Together ibey signafy & path or 2 way for a person or something io nan
uprt or Lo g along and on which te lead his sights, Used a8 a verb, the wond fae mans o
direcr', ‘e gadde’ and something o sy, 1o sell' ov “to be lodd af”,

Lac Tzu, an endnent Chinese philosopher or saga, bas pashed the meandng of Foe 10 i
mosl speculative bevel Thershy the concipl of Fae became seither e way Followsd by
somtbing o some persom, wor & way oul of sociel, politienl and spinicusl cnises, bug the Wy

il thie Cliameate Bealiny o the Being of bangs.

Lacs Tz, the lependary author of the Yoo e Clivg, was the frst o pravide o
compretseisive oealment of Teo, The religion based on the coneepd of Tire is known ag Tacism,
Lais Tu taught el “Me wilio feilowe thar Too i owe wintl i Too ™ and “Heimg o owe with e
i bs evavel, Thoplr e body dies, the Tae will mever pass e,

Uaderstanding Tao

Thie undverse (Earik) a5 4 whode reveals a high kevel of comples. ooder, ereativity and o
dmgamzalion. The beuly of the unspiall regions of the workl: the Barmsoniois complexily of the

' alan Wiaks, Tan: The Wateroours: Wy
¥ Tan Te Ching. verses |6 & 2%
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natural edveystems have a just so quality, an istegrated wholeness thal e ancient Chanese called
Toa, Tae is the way of heaven a way of nataral harmony; of tnuth, beaoty and justice. Lao Tao
comirasis this Gireat Way with the way of human birings

“Tive Tae of heaver Iv be dake from there whe have foe aeck and give e fhese wha doe’

Bave evowph, Mors way (1 .-i[gﬂw.l.r. He nvkes from ibase wivo dim 't deve enoagh o pive 2 teoase
wire already frve o ok, ™

Lac Tru charsctenzes (he Way of Man ag one in which force s applied withou the

abiminment of desire resalls

“Wienever vou adviee g suler b phe wary of T, comnsel b ney fa use fonee I compue
the worverse. Far ifis woald only cawve resiviance. Thore basiies spring up wheseeer fhe gmry
Bay pessed, Larw voors fodlw dn the wake of war, Jusy do wlar meeds po e done. Mever ke
advantrge af pewer. Force i folfevwed By loss of seremgoh. This ie oot the way af Tae. Tt which
ROES agint the T comes o o eorly ead. "

All pankind’s troashles on the Ennlh are cassed by his having forgoiten the Grest Way,
Kensskbering the Gres YWay of Too 15 & spaniual awareness of one’s @&ep connection with the
entirely af creatson. This myelves the adopeon of a moede of ‘noneaction’ that isn" inaction but
ralber a hsrmonization of one’s personal will - otherwise lending townrds egodsne —with the

natural harmeny and justioe of Too,

“Tae abider iv mon-active vt nothing iv bt eadome. [ kings and lordy afmerved dhis, the
dead dvenreanad things would develop welueally. . Withow? form there 12 oo dedive, Wikhout deire
Here 7 prargadidny. A do ids way ali dthiwgs would be w peace, ™

“The gramtesr Wrne is o foflow Too amd Tae elowe. Tie Tae iv elurive ood infongible.
Thls pasency @0 verp real aad thereine Bes foloy, From o very Seplming i aow ie meae et

aever been fergorten. Thas § perceive tee eramiien. How da [ lmow e warps af creanion? Seceuse
of this, ™
L2 Tima soughil 10 acoount for the origing of the "o thousand things " and thear manner of

prowih and & lopment
“Al thiegs ariee from Tae, They are nowristed v wirine They are formed from matier.

They are shapeed Iy svwironmend, Thus e fen prossamd teinge olil resipeted Tioo ousd honoowr
vimre, Respect af Too and oneor of vimee are it demanded. Bar they are (e tee samre af

:" Ten T Chng ver=s 17 i Trame. by Gila Fu Femgi
" [, werse-31
_'_Ihr:. wersged §

[hid, werse-11
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Hreps, . E'rﬂ'rringll|1'|'|'.'-elur-:1'n'-irn|'r.'_|.': clarr g wilivesed S Crean gaddimp willosnd imbesienimg,. s
In P! Virpe, ™"

“The grear Tae [Tows both io the Mo amd do the mighr. Tie fen thossomd diimgs depend
spowe & dr hodds wopldng dweds I il dre pwrpose silfeanty amd sselen mo ofadim.., The e
thousand fengs retwm fo i, vt i 05 mar telr lond. {8 Or very groar §don'f show @5 greateess,
And e sherefors by grear. "™

“¥ield and evercome; hend amd be streight; empiv aud be @l wear oo amd be wewy
Dave bide amd gedn. hove much amd be confired. Therefors wire men emivrece fhe one oo ser ow
s he @l Therefore the arctanie say — “weld eod gveremne, §5 dhar an sy soag® e
reclly whode and all things will come o vou, "™

Charactertstics of Taa

Tiver is basically indefingble, H hag w0 be experiencad. [0 refers 1o power which envilogs,
surmounds and 1Tows theough all thing=, Hving and son-living. The Tae regulatics natural
processes and nownshes balance im the universe. B endbodies the harmony of opposites (i.e, there
warildl b w0 Do weithoan D, no Bight withom dark, no male withoun femsle),

There i= a flow im the umiverse and il 15 called Tae. Tao flows shwly: hewever, it is never
singnant and o5 incredibly powerful and kseps things in the universe balarced ond in order. Ie
minilisls wsell’ theough hange of seasons, cvcle of e shifls of power. ime and so Gorth. Teo
has a strong and deep connecison with cosmalogy and the naluml world. Faois dhe law of nalure.

Whem one follows Toe, ke beconws one wiik iU And i i the best o also understand 04
hescinge 6 and Tea go hiand in hand. £ 55 Bregth, vapour and energy. Bocs: {4 55 the energy
ihoi circulmes the wniverse, it can be said thol Tae is ultimasely s Tow of O

T comenpd of Towr 15 based upom the understanding thal the only comstant in e universe
is change” and thal we st understand and be in hanmony wigh this change. The change is a
comsinnt flow from nen-being ino being, pitential inio actual, yin into vang, female into male,
The symsbal of the T, called the Tmiii, i@ the Fiv-Fang confleently flowing inlo ilzell in 2

arcle.

= Ibi, verse-51
“IHII:. VersssH
b, vl
| Chirgg. Sk of changes
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Thie Tinr is the main thens: discussed in the Tae Te Chieg, an enimenl Chiness Sonpdure
abiributed 1o Lae Teu. This book doesn't speafically define whal actually Tee s bul # depicts iis
nanre:

T Too thart cam b todd is mod e efermm! Teo;

T mrcmer thaar com b i B3 sar e avevmal rarmee,

T mowmsiers 17 dhe Begimming of heavew ond rarih

Tive morwnend i thee awintlier o den phowsamd i,

Ever derirelesy, one oow see e mvenery.

Ever aéainimg, ovte v Sed e mrslfesiodions,

e pone spg Srom the same sowroe bar differ i same;
This apapanrs ar darkness,

Taarkuens winldn darkaera

The gete 1o all roystery.™

This baoakl poamis 10 some charpderi=tics of whal conld be undersiond 45 being the Taa,

Heelow ape sonse excerpls fronms Thi book-

& T a8 e onigin of things
“Tao hegers one; One hegets teo; Two hegers three; Three begets mvriad creatares. ™

#  Taeas an imabaustible roibanghess @

“Tive Way iv like ow empiy veresl
Tirced wesd amary by drgvwen from
WWirkour ever meading fo be filled =™

¢  Thoix onamipobent and indfallibe -
“Wary Tan _ﬁ1|n'J.I.I'!I'r e e kaat,
Whar Tao clasps can't slip. ™"

Thous, ehi T is describaed baniafully in e Chimese wwis.

" Tan Te Ching. Trams by Gis-Fu Feng & lune Exghsh
Tan Te Ching. verss-12
" | b, wersas

b, verse=
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Conclusion

Frown the abowe discussions, it may be concluded thst natare or prakpti or S as deseribed inthe
Varlse seripiures, 18 e natucal of widversal aw that posemns the whede univecee, Similarly in
Tamsm, ® is Tar which regulales (ke whole unaverse by ifs immanent powers. Now-a-days
soiemtists” view is that Mafure, through dis inhereni netursl powers, controlds the universe and
universe = nEving in a slable and systematee w2y, Praknl or Nalone i8 sddhang bl the Tive
clemems viz. water. wind. fire, carth and sther. Or we can say in modern erms. il is tee matter or
eneipy. Enerpy @ the wliimate reality and tnuih. Enerpy i changing o form numerous identities
which are seen in this malerial workd: bolin s tnee essende, il 08 mdivisible and invisible. S, in
Vedic &g, it was stabal s Sva for natuml governing forces or powers or elements: and im Teois
cirliure, 9 réneined a8 Tino for the same. Finally, ma¢ may sigke that Toe symnbolizes Enerpy amd
Fa represems the elensents of nalter wiich are also nothing but the manifestations of thal same

Enersy,
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